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THE WARM STEEL TRUTH 
Pastor Jim Dunn  
(With much indebtedness to Charles Blanco, Concordia Pulpit Resources, Sept-Nov 1992, pp. 46-47 and Reed 

Lessing, Concordia Journal, July 2003, pp. 324-326) 

 

John 8:31-36 

The Truth Will Set You Free 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 

They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 

anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a 

slave[a] to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

 

 

A lonely fellow was sitting at a bar, staring at his drink. A much larger man suddenly sat 

down next to him. The lonely fellow started to speak. “I’ll tell you the truth about myself, 

if you’re willing to listen.” The big man replied, “Not interested. You look to me like just 

another one of those dudes that comes in here at happy hour, bragging about how 

successful they are.” And having said that, the big man reached over and grabbed 

the lonely fellow’s drink and chugged it down.  

 

The lonely fellow yelled at the big man. “You don’t understand. I overslept this 

morning, and when I got to work my boss fired me. I was escorted from the building. I 

went to my car, but it wasn’t there, because somebody had stolen it. So, I had to take 

a taxi home, and when I got there I found a note from my wife saying she’s leaving 

me.  
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So, I bought some poison, came to this bar, trying to decide whether to end it all, 

hoping someone like you would talk me out of it, but you didn’t want to hear my story. 

You didn’t want to know the truth about me. And then. YOU DRANK IT!”  Spending 

three days in ICU, maybe the big man began to take a greater interest in the truth. 

 

Are we interested in the truth?  

 

One of the great themes of the Reformation is this idea of getting at the truth. 

Expressed in the phrase: the Word alone. We heard earlier the words of Scripture: “that 

every mouth may be stopped.” Why must every mouth be stopped?  

 

So that we may listen… so that we may hear the truth.  

 

Jesus had informed a group of His followers that the truth would set them free. Were 

they interested in the truth? They informed Him that whatever truth it was He was 

talking about, they didn’t need it. Because they didn’t need to be set free. “We have 

never been enslaved to anyone,” they said. “How is it that you say, ‘You will become 

free’?”  

 

It maybe wasn’t so much a matter of whether they had ever been enslaved by other 

nations. Further on in the conversation it becomes clear the issue was paternity. Was 

Abraham their father, or was the devil their father, thus making them slaves to sin? 

“Everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin,” Jesus told them. That’s why they needed 

the truth to set them free. But they accepted as true what they wanted to believe. 

“We are the offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone,” they 

said. Well, since they were the children of Abraham, how could they be children of the 

devil? How could they be slaves of sin?  

 

“It’s tempting for us to stand in judgment over them.” (Blanco) To wag our finger at 

them and say, “they were not interested in the truth, but we are. “  Like that audience, 

we too are willing to listen to Jesus about many things. We like to hear about eternal 

life, about God giving us daily bread, about Jesus being with us always.  
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Yet, when Jesus pushes into the sensitive areas of your life, such as your habits, or your 

weaknesses… then what?  (Blanco) 

 

It’s not that you deny that you have sinned. You’re willing to admit that you have 

sometimes made poor choices or behaved badly. But to say that you are a child of 

the devil… a slave to sin… to say that you cannot break the devil’s cold steel grip on 

you no matter how many good things you do??  Or, can you admit that you are 

enslaved to a particular sin… that you are not in control of a certain behavior?  Can 

you admit that you cannot stop it; no matter how hard you try?  Now, that’s going too 

far. Well, then, how interested in hearing the truth are you? 

 

Our slowness to seek the truth and hearing only what we want to believe is like those 

who hear of the Polish cavalry charge. In 1939, the Nazis invaded Poland. On 

September 1, near the town of Konitz, the Polish horse cavalry attacked a Nazi 

infantry battalion. That much is true.  

 

But after the battle, news correspondents were invited to the battlefield and were 

shown the corpses of Polish cavalrymen and their horses, as well as Nazi tanks that had 

arrived after the battle. Soon, it made the German newspapers that Polish horse 

cavalry had charged at Nazi tanks with sabers and lances. And that the few Polish 

survivors taken prisoner were seen rapping hard on the cold steel of the Nazi tanks. 

Someone had told them that the Nazi panzers were only cardboard, and they had 

believed it. This story has been retold many times and accepted as the truth, though 

it’s a myth, created by Nazi wartime propaganda. Yet, this myth was even embraced 

by the Polish people as proof of their wartime heroism.  

 

Because sinners accept as true what they want to believe. That is sin’s cold steel grip 

on you. 
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On the other hand, there is a cavalry charge come to your rescue, a word of truth by 

which God Himself sets you free. Listen to what John says of this emancipating Word: 

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, 

the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and TRUTH.” 

(John 1:14)  

 

He is the Truth that sets you free from Satan’s cold steel grip. Jesus’ Jewish audience 

was partly right. The redemption of the world would come through Abraham’s 

offspring, as God had promised. The repair of the world came through Israel. Israel 

reduced to one.  The one who is David’s descendant.  The Holy One of Israel who is 

both God and man.  Jesus! A cavalry of one! Not your common cavalry. For the cold 

steel He went up against is not your common cold steel. 

 

So it was not the usual cavalry charge. This cavalry charge “began in earnest when 

Jesus was bound and taken to the high priest. Struck in the face with fists and beaten 

by guards.” (Lessing) Because the answer to sin’s cold steel grip on you is a certain 

warm lubricant. “He was taken to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate where He was 

crowned with thorns, stripped naked and scourged just short of death. He was led 

along the Way of Sorrows.  

 

Finally, the Truth was stretched out on two pieces of wood and hammered into His 

flesh were three cold metal spikes,” (Lessing) now made warm with His blood – the 

holy, atoning blood that sets you free from sin’s cold steel grip. “His friends had run 

away. His possessions had been gambled away. His strength was slipping away. Even 

God our Father had turned away. All Jesus had left was one word.  Was that word a 

cry of defeat?  By no means!  It was a cry of victory: ‘It is finished!’” (Lessing)  Broken 

were sin’s cold accusations against you!! 

 

He opened were the doors of Paradise to you!  Opened them so that you can stop 

fighting the truth.  Opened them so that you can daily confess your sin and your 

slavery to it.  Armed with the truth of God’s Word and the people He’s given to minister 

to you, you will battle the devil and all his temptations.  
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Armed with the promise that the blood of Jesus set you free: free from sin’s 

condemnation, free from the painful guilt of your past, and free from your worries 

about what will become of you when you die, you will stop fighting the truth about 

yourself.  

 

For if the Truth sets you free, if the Son of God sets you free, then you are free indeed. 

 

Amen! 


